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Abstract: Do the mating patterns impact on the inequality of households? Positive assortative mating
provides a new perspective to analyze this phenomenon. Since the reform, under the process of industrialization,
the mating pattern shave changed from ascribed features to achieved characteristics, especially the educational
homogamy marriages. With the popularization of primary education and modernization of higher education,
educational homogamy marriage leads to Matthew by higher return in labor market. In this paper, we investigate
the relationship between assortative mating and income inequality using the data of CHIP. Firstly, according to the
educational level of the household head and his/her partner, data suggests there has been a rise in assortative
matching from 1988 to 2008. Furthermore, assortative mating affects household income inequality with the fact that
the Gini coefficient of assortative matching is higher than that of random matching. Additionally, if we set the
educational level and income percentile of the household head and his/her partner as a certain stratification, the
Gini coefficient of stratification also reveals assortative matching increase the gap of income during different
stratification. It’s a good way to reduce the income inequality by giving career training support for the low
educational families and advocating diversified marriage.
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