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True or False Proposition: A New Thinking about the Testing of CSR
XIAO Hong-jun', LI Wei-yang®, HU Ye-lin’
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Abstract: “Whether CSR is a false proposition in practice” is a significant fundamental issue influencing both
theoretical research and practice of CSR. However, there is few, if any, systematic research on this issue during
the hundred year sever since the concept of CSR was proposed. Based on sorting out and reflecting available
literatures, this article structured a systematic testing model involving three dimensions (motivations, abilities and
results), six elements (social welfare maximization, relationship optimization, impact management, transparency
maintenance, morality and institutional arrangement), three perspectives (corporate, social and stakeholder ) and
individual level and conducted a comprehensive test over the CSR proposition with the model. Results reveals that
CSR may well be a valuable true proposition in practice if six requirements are all met, which are businesses
converting to individual enterprises, organizational modes of modern corporation, mental models shifts taking place
in leadership level, rational consensus on boundary of rights and obligations, desirable external institution supply
and appropriate social mainstream atmosphere.
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