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Selection Activities of Scenic Spots, the Supply of Government Public Services and
Regional Tourism Economic Development

LIU Rui-ming', LI Lin*’, KANG Yan-kun?’, ZHAO Yong’
(1. National Academy of Development and Strategy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China;
3. Institute of Market Economy, Development Research Center of the State Council, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Tourism economy is considered to be the “green” driving force of regional economic growth and
industrial upgrading. In order to promote the development of tourism economy, governments often present the local
scenic spots to the outside world through “Selection Activities of Scenic Spots” (SASS). Do these activities promote
rapid development of the local tourism economy? With the help of “quasi —natural experiment” from China’s
National Scenic Areas (CNSA), this paper uses panel data of 283 prefecture—level cities from 2002 to 2015 and
difference in differences method to study the influence of SASS on regional tourism economic development. The
results of the study show as follows. After being selected as a “CNSA”, the tourism economic indicators have not
been significantly promoted. Further mechanism analysis shows that CNSAs lacks the assessment and evaluation from
the superior departments, as a result, the development of supporting public services in the scenic area lags
behind, and the promotion effects on the tourism economy were fails. Since 2012, the Ministry of Housing and
Urban—Rural Development started to examine and assess the CNSAs, and the tourism economy’s driving role of
“scenic spots” has started to rise. The above logic has been corroborated and strengthened after a series of
robustness tests. This paper provides not only empirical support for the assessment of scenic spots by relevant
departments, but also important inspiration for the development of tourism economy in the future.

Key Words: selection activities of scenic spots; government public services; tourism economic development;
quasi—natural experiment; difference—in—differences
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