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The Mechanism Logic of Social Enterprises and Its Enlightenment to
Understanding the Modern Market Economy

JIN Bei
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: Human development has entered a new era, and many social problems need to be solved with
the participation of many social enterprises. To research social enterprises has particularly important theoretical value
and practical observation significance for deeply understanding the modern market economy. In the modern market
economy, social enterprises have their own pro—social market vitality and are inherently compatible with the market
economy. To research the practice of social enterprises can more truly see the true meaning of human development.
In the economic and social reality, a considerable number of entrepreneurs often have the behavioral tendency and
innovation desire to set up social enterprises during a certain period of their career development and personal
career. It is of great significance and research value to study the social enterprise orientation of entrepreneurs to
reveal the social enterprise code. If for—profit economic enterprises are regarded as self—interested or part—time
enterprises, then social enterprises are compound mechanism enterprises. Social enterprises must deal with various
complex problems through organizational innovation and institutional innovation. There are many common or similar
research topics about state—owned enterprises and social enterprises, which have great mutual reference. The core
question of the reform of state—owned enterprises is that how state—owned enterprises can become efficient social
enterprises. State —owned enterprises and social enterprises are enterprises with social missions and support social
missions with economic efficiency (market competitiveness). The theoretical logic and mechanism of social
enterprises, especially their innovative practices and rule formation, are fundamentally based on the relationship
and coordination between economic exchange and social exchange under market conditions and their way of return.
The behavior of social enterprises is dominated by altruistic social exchange mechanism and supported by certain
economic exchange behavior. At present, the biggest social problem facing China is the inability to deal with the
relationship between economic exchanges and social exchange and return methods. The understanding and solution
of these problems can draw important inspiration from the systematic and in-depth study of social enterprises.
Social enterprises can inspire more enterprises lo move towards pro—social innovation and development.

Key Words: social enterprise; altruist behavior; economic exchange; social exchange; pro—social behavior
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