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Chinese Civilization and the Transmission of Marxist Economic Theory in China
PEI Chang-hong

(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: It is an important task for Chinese economics research to innovate Marxist economic
theory research, practice innovative projects of philosophy and social sciences, and build an
independent intellectual system. The Sinicization and modernization of Marxist theory is the result of
“Two Integration”. If we try to innovate Marxist economic theory research, we must consider and
explore the important significance of Chinese civilization for the Sinicization of Marxist economic
theory. The theme and key thought of this paper highlight the condition of cultural soil for Marxist
economic theory to take root in China and to achieve theoretical innovation in the way of the “Two
Integration”. Guided by President Xi Jinping’s latest thought on the “Two Integration” , this paper
employs historical research methodology to systematically analyze the history before the establishment
of the People’s Republic of China through extensive classical and modern literature. This paper reveals
that the dissemination of Marxism and its economic theories in China encountered inevitable resistance
from imperialist forces, warlord regimes, and anti-Marxist ideologies. During the May Fourth
Movement period, Marxism achieved rapid propagation and eventual dominance through three major
intellectual debates, a phenomenon deeply rooted in China’s cultural soil: The political advocacy of
sympathizing with the toiling masses and people-oriented governance resonates with Marxism’s
proletarian standpoint and historical materialism that indicates the people creating history; The social
ideal of opposing polarization between rich and poor was interlinked with Marxist theory of opposing
the capital exploit to workers; The great ambition of rescuing nation and people was accorded with
long-range aspiration for Marxism’s vision of human emancipation; The spirit of patriotism against
oppression correlates with Marxist liberation theories for oppressed nations; The pursuit of a world of
universal harmony represents a shared value across civilizations. Marxism had translated this favorable
fantasy from dream to science. Beyond cultural compatibility, the CPC’s creative integration of
traditional wisdom with revolutionary practice is proved crucial for Marxism and its economics to take
root in China: Leveraging the national tradition of rebelling against foreign aggression to launch a mass
movement of democratic revolution of anti-imperialism and anti-feudalism; rousing great force of
Chinese peasants to motivate biggest power of New Democracy Revolution; using and moderating
national capital to create new realm of the “Two Integration”. The conclusion and enlightenment of this
paper is that the Chinese civilization has an extraordinary function of absorbing advanced achievements
of mankind’s civilization. As scientific truth, Marxism found natural resonance in China’s cultural soil.
Once it had been diffused in China, it quickly received welcome and studied by advanced Chinese.
Scientifically answering the question of times and the question of Chinese people and world people is
the key for Marxism and its economic theory to take root in China. Now, it is the development direction
for Marxism and its economic theory to answer how to push ahead of Chinese modernization and realize
the great renaissance for the Chinese nation. This paper’s academic contribution lies in systematically
revealing the inherent compatibility between Marxist economic theory and Chinese cultural ethos,
demonstrating the historical inevitability of Marxism’s Sinicization.

Keywords: Chinese civilization; Marxist economic theory; cultural inheritance; “the Second
Integration”
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