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A Study on Collaborative Promotion of Relative Poverty Alleviation,
Environmental Protection and Health Care
CHEN Su-mei', HE Ling—yun?
(1. Institute of Industrial Economics CASS, Beijing 100044, China;
2. School of Economics, Jinan University, Guangzhou 501632, China)

Abstract: Poverty alleviation, environmental protection and good health are important goals of 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable development, At the moment, the global progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals has
been slow, and China will eradicate absolute poverty and then turn to alleviate relative poverty by the end of
2020. Therefore, it is necessary to explore the nexus among these three goals. Particularly, how can relative
poverty alleviation affect the environmental quality, public health and social welfare? how will these effects change
in the future? and how can China address this issue? Based on the OLG model, this paper finds that as
individuals are lifted out of relative poverty, the rise of income would stimulate consumption demand, promote
production expansion, then increase the environmental pollution and health risk, and finally lead to the conflict
among poverty alleviation, environment and health. Meanwhile, the relative poverty alleviation doesn’t necessarily
benefit the social welfare. Combined with the practices in China and Sweden, we find that the more attentions
policymakers pay to social equality, or the less both of the income gap and the health investment gap between the
poor and the rich are, the more likely relative poverty management is to damage social welfare. With the numerical
simulation, this study further finds that relative poverty alleviation combined with the drop of the pollution
intensities in the production and life processes and the rise of the health service productivity would achieve the
policy goal of enhancing social welfare. Therefore, in the sustainable development process, there is a high alert to
the conflict risk among poverty alleviation, environment and health, and it is suggested to strengthen policy
coherence at the national level and advocate the exchange and cooperation at the international level to
collaboratively promote relative poverty alleviation, green consumption, green production and health care.
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