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Quality Evolution and Assessment of China’s Industry over the
Past Seven Decades

SHI Dan, LI Peng
(Institute of Industrial Economics CASS, Beijing 100836, China)

Abstract: This paper analyses the changes of connotation and denotation of industrial economic quality during
different periods since the founding of China. The concept of economic quality is dynamic. In the stage of planned
economy, the shortage of industrial products is prominent. The priority for industrial quality is to construct the
industrial system and solve the problem of “have or not”. After the reform and opening up, the focus of industrial
quality has shifted from “have or not” to “good or not”, with the end of the product shortage and the
intensification of market competition. The brand and quality of industrial products exert a direct impact on the
performance of industrial enterprises. China’s entry into WTO further improves the quality of industrial economy.
Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the concept of green development and the
construction of ecological civilization have profound impacts on the connotation and extension of the industrial
quality. The connotation and essence of industrial quality is considered as the contribution to economic development.
With the level of economic development improving, the requirement for the quality of industrial economy is getting
higher. The connotation and denotation of industrial quality is constantly enriched and improved, and finally fits the
criterion of high —quality economy. In light of the rich connotation of industrial quality, this paper exploits a
comprehensive evaluation model incorporating each variable’s trend by employing province-level panel data from
multiple perspectives, and systematically evaluates the quality of industrial economy since China’s accession to the
WTO. The results indicate that China’s industrial quality shows a fluctuating upward trend as a whole, but differs
across provinces. This paper further illustrates the policies and effects related to the industrial quality since the
reform and opening up, and finally puts forward some suggestions in view of the existing problems.

Key Words: seven decades of industry; quality of industrial economy; high—quality economy

JEL Classification: 011 014 P20

X ETEN T3
23



